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Jan 15
Sun 25
Feb 15

th

The New Year’s Jaunt – road run with food provided at end

st

Vintage Sunday at Old Sarum Airfield
Sun 1
th
New Year Party – free to members
Sat 14
th
Mon 16 Club Night - annual cake competition plus presentation to
MacMillan Cancer Support
Mar 15

st

Vintage Sunday at Old Sarum Airfield
Sun 1
th
Cobweb Run – Road Run with food provided
Sun 8
th
Mon 16 Club Night – skittles
Apr 15

th

Vintage Sunday at Old Sarum Airfield
Sun 5
th
Easter Run – road run with food provided at end
Mon 6
th
th
Fri to Sun 17 to 19 Spring Break - Sidmouth
th
Mon 20 Club Night – Talk
th
Sun 26 Swanage Charity Day – individual entries
th
The Bean Car Club’s Daffodil Run for pre-war cars – individual
Sun x
Entries – Date to be confirmed

Full Events List for 2015 available on the club website

The Statements and opinions expressed in each and every issue of “The Phoenix” are not
necessarily the considered views of the 3 Counties Vintage & Classic Car Club Committee.
The views expressed by the editor, contributors and advertisers are their own and do not
necessarily reflect the views of the Club. The Club accepts no responsibility for the results
of the following contributors’ advice.
Whereas every care is taken to publish accurate information, the Editor and Management
Team of the 3 Counties Vintage & Classic Car Club cannot accept any responsibility or
liability for any erroneous information contained therein.
Every effort is made to avoid infringement of copyright, any breaches are unintentional.
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From The Chair
I’d like to start off this month by
letting you all know that the
Committee has been strengthened
over the festive break by two new co‐
opted (or some would say “Coerced”)
members. Keith Budd has agreed to
serve as Vice Chairman and Angela
Robertson has kindly agreed to take
on the Regalia. I know Angela has
some great ideas to revitalise the club
regalia which has been operating in
an “on the back burner” mode for
some time. Please give our two new
Rookies all your support and break
them in gently.

We have actually (sort of) received an
invitation to the Bournemouth
Wheels 3 day event this year which
takes place on the 29th, 30th, and 31st
May, but I don’t think any of you will
like it much. Large Clubs that can
“Guarantee” a large and “Interesting”
display of cars for at least 2 of the 3
days are invited to apply for a spot
half way along the Undercliffe. All the
cars must arrive together between 8
and 10am and must remain in place
until the public have dispersed (about
7pm).

Smaller Clubs can apply to be towards
the Boscombe Pier end and the same
conditions apply with the exception
that they may be allowed to start to
leave under controlled conditions
after approximately 4.00pm.
There will be a limited number of
spaces for Individuals, but preference
will be given to “older” vehicles in
“outstanding condition” of “particular
interest”‐ This will be on a “first come
first served” basis at Boscombe pier.
You still have to apply in advance by
email to obtain a pass.
Please apply for passes to

james@rel‐event.com
Individual classic car parking may be
available on the day on a Pay &
Display basis, presumably in public car
parks around the town.
Just as an aside, I was approached
early last year, to provide two cars for
the publicity “PhotoShoot” for the
2014 event, they wanted a couple of
“nice” classics ‐ something like an
“Aston Martin DB5 and an old
Ferrari”, I am afraid when I told them
all our Aston and Ferrari owners were
on holiday in the Bahamas that was
the last contact until this year!

Mike

The Breakfast Run
A gloriously sunny start to the 21st
September saw a record turnout at
the Tap & Railway in West Moors
where we all enjoyed a “Full English”
which I’m pleased to report is now
served with hash browns instead of
the rather odd choice of chips!
Mike Aldridge had plotted out a route
which took the road run out to
Edmonsham and Cranborne, across to
Damerham, and then down to
Fordingbridge and into the Forest
towards Poulner and then following
the back roads towards Bransgore
and eventually back across to Colin
and
Julie’s
home.
Lots
of
opportunities for pubs and at least
one garden centre on the way round,
though I suspect the Alice Lilse did
particularly good business!

Back at St. Leonards, the girls were
preparing sandwiches and cutting up
cakes to be displayed in Colin’s
workshop which was pressed into use
as a self service area for the
afternoon. The cars started to arrive
from the pub run during the early
afternoon and we soon had classics
crammed into every nook and cranny
of the paddock.
It was Lisa Scott’s 40th birthday two
days before, and after a verse of
Happy Birthday, Lisa distributed slices
of Birthday Cake to everyone.
I must thank Colin and Julie for
putting up with us all, the sandwich
team for all their hard work, Lisa for
helping me with the raffle, and
everyone that helped us clear away at
the end of the day.

The sign attached to the wall of Colin’s garage – I love the bent over clout nail!!!
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Martin and Pauline Flay’s V12 Jaguar E Type

Jeremy Barrat’s Porsche 928S

Robert Jeffery’s late split screen Morris Minor

David & Joy Wuytack’s Porsche 914

Shalbourne Classic Car Show
Sunday 5 October dawned sunny so
we decided to take a longer journey
than usual and travel to the
Shalbourne Classic Car Show in
Wiltshire, listed as being from 12 ‐
5p.m. with marshals on duty from
9.30. A friend had told us about this
show and we were certainly not
disappointed. Admission was by
voluntary donation and this year
proceeds were going to the rebuilding
of the sports pavilion on the field
where the show took place.
We were efficiently marshalled to our
spot on well tended short grass, the
organizers, where possible, grouped
the more popular marques together,
we felt this worked well and made for
a really interesting spectacle. A
fantastic selection of cars and

motorbikes were joined by a few
military and commercial vehicles, and
as the day went on they kept arriving.
I understand last year's show had a
record attendance of over 400 cars,
this must have been equalled if not
exceeded. The web site stated 'Cars ‐
Motorcycles ‐ Fairground Rides ‐ Stalls
‐ Champagne & Pimms tent ‐ Bar ‐
Hog Roast ‐ BBQ ‐ Live Music &
Entertainment, yes, it was all there
and very popular, although perhaps
not for the bargain hunters! A
thoroughly enjoyable day,
an amazingly fantastic and varied
selection of vehicles and certainly a
show we would visit again, with of
course the usual British proviso of
weather permitting!

Angela Robertson

1933 Alfa Romeo 8C with straight 8 supercharged engine

Discontinuance of the Tax Disc
It is now rather difficult to prove
whether a vehicle is taxed or not! If
you tax your vehicle on‐line, you get

a receipt, which in our case printed
out like this:

I wonder if GCHQ can unencrypt
this?
If you tax the vehicle at a Post
Office, all you get as proof is the till
receipt, and if it is an Historic
Vehicle there is no till receipt at all
because the tax is Zero rate!
Allegedly, it is possible to check the
tax status on line, but in our case
the site was unable to recognise the
car’s registration number. All we
have is a record on the credit card
statement of a payment to the
DVLA.

If you wish to drive overseas, you
now have no way of satisfying
overseas law enforcement officers
that the vehicle is taxed.
Another thing I noticed when on‐
line was that the screen does not
ask you to confirm that the vehicle
is insured and has an MOT, and
when you hit the “Go” button
everything seemed to happen too
quickly to be checking other
databases for MOT and insurance.
Astonishing isn’t it?

Autumn Break in the Cotswold’s 2014
Friday
Picked up our friends from
Ringwood and we were on the
road for 9.30am. We took the
road to Winchester, Newbury
route, picking up the M40 at
Oxford, not forgetting all the
comfort stops on the way
including the cappuccinos!!!
We decided to head straight for
the village of Wroxton, easy to
find, and first impressions were
delightful, typically picture book
perfect. So with time on our hands
we decided to return to Banbury
where the canal came right into
the heart of the town. We
watched the arrival of many
barges and were told they were
there to enjoy the weekend folk
festival. We got back to the hotel
just in time to enjoy a cream tea
layed on by the hotel, very nice
too. After a hearty evening meal
we settled down to our customary
quiz set by Sheila. A raucous
evening ensued!

Saturday
Having eaten a huge breakfast we
headed for Stratford Upon Avon,
just half an hour’s drive away. The
town was closed to traffic as a
large fair with massive rides was in
full swing. Traditionally, a fair
comes every Autumn weekend to
celebrate the Harvest Festival
since the 1500s – what type of fair
would they have had then I
wonder? Stratford was excellent,
we spent a leisurely time on the
river, and then went on to see
Shakespeare’s house, which, by
the way was the only time we had
5 minutes of rain all weekend.
Saturday night was a repeat of
Friday’s, but organised by Bruce
this time, with an easy quiz and a
raffle – enjoyed by all.
Sunday
Came far too quickly, with bags
packed, decisions were made to
take the scenic route home with a
stop off at Bourton‐On‐The‐Water.
Thank you Sheila and Bruce for
making the weekend more
enjoyable.

Suzette Shephard

The Poppy Run
Remembrance
Sunday
started
somewhat misty but turned into a
lovely sunny morning, remarkable
given the stormy weather the day
before, and the rain that followed at
the start of the next week! The
afternoon did turn somewhat moist,
but on the whole, I think we got away
with it quite well.
The Run was based at Ibsley Village
Hall, which seems to be somewhat
unique in having a War Memorial
within the hall. This allowed us to lay
our wreath without having to all drive
to another location.
John Dexter and Maggie Lavell plotted
the route which ran out through
Alderholt, Rockbourne, Coombe
Bisset,
Bowerchalke,
Sixpenny
Handley, Cranborne and then back to
Ibsley.

.

A record number of members and
guests sat down to Cowboy Hotpot
followed by Caramel Apple Pie or
Flapjacks and cheese and biscuits. The
usual call for volunteers to wash up
was splendidly answered and there
was the usual fervour of tables and
chairs being packed away – organised
chaos!
As always, I have a long roll call to
thank, Sandy Barker for wreath
production, Bruce for being MC of the
raffle, Rose, Brenda and Karen in the
kitchen with help from Julie and
others on Saturday, Bob for help
setting up and everyone that helped
break down, and the legion of
volunteers who helped with the
washing up. And not forgetting
everyone that brought their cars out
risking the misty start and threat of
rain

Colin & Angela Robertson’s MGB GT V8

Rover P4 belonging to John & Ann Wilcox (from Bath)

An Introduction to Absolute Soda Blasting
In May this year we had the opportunity to take over ABSOLUTE SODA
BLASTING. After 17 years of repairing, servicing and restoring classic
Japanese motorbikes at POWERLINKS MOTORCYCLES in Ringwood, we
realised that both businesses would complement each other. With our
experience and precision we have been able to produce eye catching
restorations.
At ABSOLUTE SODA our comprehensive set up includes a 7 metre car /small
boat booth and separate soda, glass bead and aqua cabinets.
“This is an ideal set up for customers fully restoring vintage or classic cars
and motorcycles as everything is provided under one roof”
Glass bead and grit ‐ used mainly for automotive body parts to remove
paint and corrosion.
Soda‐ used for
 Engine components as it is liquid soluble.
 Precision engineered components
Aqua ‐If you like “bling”, aqua blasting is great for “polishing” aluminium.

MGA with paint and filler stripped off

Top – Before
Middle – After
Bottom – Yikes!

Seen Whilst Out & About

Abandoned Trabant in Bryce Canyon, Death Valley, spotted by Ted Slade

Austin 7 Special at “In Excess”, Poulner Hill

Nostalgia isn’t what it used to be

Angela Robertson with a Hillman Super Minx Estate

£100.00
£75.00
£75.00
£50.00
£50.00
£25.00
£25.00

no.14 held by Rose Westrop
no.12 held by Brian Gilby
No.76 held by Bruce Potter
No.32 held by Doreen Widdicombe
No.84 held by Ursula Cox
No.87 held by Jon Andrews
No.63 held by Val Dart

Down
1 Humber
2 Run
3 Toledo
4 Martini
5 Pistons
6 Ants
11 Aniseed
12 Tappets
13 Fathom
14 Austin
15 Dime
17 BBL

Crossword Answers
Across
1 Hornet
7 Ovation
8 Manual
9 Estate
10 Rialto
13 Fiesta
15 dashpot
16 Hobbit
18 Maestro
19 Merlin

The winners of the Dec 2014 monthly draw were

The Mostly Motoring Crossword
1

2

3

4

5

6

7
8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

Clues Across
1
7
8
9
10
13
15
16
18
19

Clues Down

Wolseley has a sting in its tail
You can stand up to applaud
Opposite of automatic
Landed gentry property or car that
lets you carry more stuff
Reliant Saloon found in Venice

1
2
3
4

This tidal estuary associated with snipes
A Route accomplished by a car
Triumph of Steel
Drink sponsors Williams F1 in 2014

5

Ford’s Spanish religious festival
Part of SU Carb, runs to put a
colour in the pocket?
Short with large hairy feet from
Middle Earth
Austin “master” of Opera
Magical bird of prey is a Riley

6
11

These are found in cylinders and your car
might have 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 8 or 12 of them
Reliant Pick Ups have 3 wheels or 6 legs?
A spice used to flavor balls?

12

These are part of a car’s valve train

13
14
15
17

I can’t work out six feet!
Sir Herbert, of Longbridge
Ten Cents
Short British Basketball League

Phoenix Advertising Rates
Business card
½ Page
Full Page

£10 per year
£40 per year
£80 per year

3 Counties Vintage & Classic Car Club 2014 – 2015 Committee
Chairman:

Mike Westrop

07813 027539

Vice Chairman:

Keith Budd (co-opted)

01202 602780

Secretary & Membership:

Rose Westrop

07946 854314

Treasurer:

Ursula Cox

Event Secretary

Martin Chowne

Committee Members:

Angela Robertson –Regalia 01202 582611
(Co-opted)
Mike Bartlett (co-opted)

01202 693355

All input to your newsletter is very welcome, either give it to any committee member, email
it to mike.westrop@RNAS.co.uk, or post it to 99 Woolsbridge Road,
Ashley Heath, BH24 2LZ. If submitting digital camera images please supply the files off
your digital camera – either zipped up and emailed to me, burnt onto a CD, or post the
memory card/stick to me and I’ll get it back by return. Real photographs from a film
camera are of course quite acceptable.

